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The Secret Service 
was warned Saturday by 
a San Francisco police 
inspector that President 
Ford might be in danger 
from Sara Jane Moore, 
the woman who fired a 
shot at him in San Fran- 
cisco Monday afternoon. 

The service, however, de- 
cided not to put her under 
surveillance even after ap- 
prehensive police had stop- 
ped her Sunday and found 
her in possession of a .44-cal- 
iber revolver and more than 
two boxes of ammunition. 

In a tersely worded state- 
ment issued early yesterday 
morning — the only official 
statement it would mpke in 
the case, which has 
prompted calls for a con- 
gressional investigation — 

the Secret Service would 
say only that unnamed 
agents “interviewed” Moore 
after the .44 was taken from 
her Sunday, and that they 



found her “not of sufficient 
protective interest to war- 
rant surveillance during the 
[remainder of the] Presi- 
dent’s visit" to California. 

The service said that it 
did begin a “background in- 
vestigation” on Moore. 

San Francisco chief of de- 
tectives Charles A. Barca 
told reporters yesterday 
that Moore telephoned city 
police Inspector Jack 
O’Shea last Saturday after- 
noon. O’Shea had known her 
as a former police and FBI 
informer. 

According to Barca, “she 
said she was thinking about 
going down to Stanford,” 
where Mr. Ford was sched- 
uled to speak Sunday. 

She told O’Shea she had 
seen leaflets advertising an 
anti-Ford demonstration 
planned there, Barca said, 
and she warned him crypti- 
cally that “she thought she 
would test the system.” 

O'Shea was “not sure 
what she meant but he felt a 
little apprehensive,” Barca 
continued, “so he contacted 
both the FBI and the Secret 
Service.” 

Barca said O'Shea told the 
Secret Service, “This gal 
could be another Squeaky 
Fromme,” a reference to the 
woman who is charged with 
pointing a loaded pistol at 
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Mr. Ford on Sept 5 in Sac- 
ramento. 

A description of Moore 
was circulated among Santa , 
Clara County and other po- 
lice when the President ap- 
peared at Stanford in Palo 
Alto Sunday; they were told 
to look for her. 

But “O'Shea was still 
somewhat bothered about 
this thing on Sunday, and so 
he called the Mission station^ 
of the San Francisco police 
department," Barca related, 
“and asked them to stake 
out her house and check to 
see If she was carrying a 
weapon." 

When her car pulled into 
the driveway the two offi- 
cers on the stakeout came 
over “quite casually" and 
asked, “Do you have a gun?" 
Barca went on. 

“She said yes and handed 
them her purse," which con- 
tained the unloaded .44, he 
said. 

“They took, her down to 
the station, interviewed her, 
and cited her for carrying a 
concealed weapon," a misde- 
meanor and the only offense 
with which they could 
charge her under state and 
local law. 

She was then released 
about 4 o’clock Sunday af- 
ternoon, about tlve time the 
Stanford ceremonies were 
ending. 

“O’Shea again notified the 
Secret Service," Barca said, 
and this time the Secret 
Service went to her house, 
took her downtown and 
questioned her — 1 - but then 
released her. 

“They felt there was no 
threat and I can understand 



that,” Barca said. “She had 
been an FBI informant She 
had never been in custody 
before. The President had 
been through Stanford and 
nothing had happened." 

Federal law makes it a fel- 
ony to threaten to- kill or in- 
flict bodily harm on the 
President, and like other 
law enforcement agencies, 
the Secret Sendee has au 
thority to charge and arrest 
a person for violating the 
law. 

But spokesmen said yes- 
terday the service has no 
other special powers that 
would allow it in any way to 
detain anyone. Nor does the 
agency have power to keep 
the President from going 
where he chooses, in the 
way he chooses. 

In the 12 years since the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy in 1963, the Secret 
Service has grown from 450 
agents to 1,380, and its 
budget has risen from $5.8 
million to $85 million. A 
part of that money goes for 
a computer that maintains 
the names of about 47,000 
persons thought to pose pos- 
sible danger to the Presi- 
dent 

Sen. Joseph M. Montoya 
(D-N.M.), chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations sub- 
committee that passes on 
the Secret Service budget 
noted in a news conference 
yesterday that neither 
Fromme nor Moore was on 
the list of names in the 
agency’s computer. % 

Montoya, the first to dis- 
close that Moore telephoned 
San Francisco police on Sat- 
urday, complained that the 
service “did not follow up" 
when warned she might 



prove dangerous. He sched- 
uled hearings starting next 
week on the protective tech- 
niques of the Secret Service. . 
Montoyd, whose^ informa- 
tion came yesterday from 
the service, said that Moore, 
when she called O’Shea, 
asked the inspector to 
“retain her in custody” for 
;, fear she would statt “testing 
i- ' the system.” 

But Marca said he had no 
knowledge she made such a 
request, and O’Shea could 
not be reached yesterday. 4 
There have been indica- 
tions, however, that Moore 
half-tried to be stopped 
from shooting at the Presi- 
dent. 

She reportedly told fed- 
eral agents that she loaded 
the revolver she eventually 
used on Monday while 
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speeding downtown on a 
freeway and “hoping she 
would be stopped.” 

While Montoya and vari- 
ous others in Congress were 
critical yesterday of the Se- 
cret Service’s performance, 
Treasury Secretary William 
E. Simon, of whose depart- 
ment the service is a part, 
came to its defense. 

He said that an ongoing 
evaluation of the service’s 
protective function has been 
“Intensified,” and that some 
of this evaluation is being 
done by an outside organiza- 
tion, which he did not iden- 
tify. 

He also said “the public 
can be sure that the Secret 
Service will continue to op- 
erate in as effective man- 
ner as is humanly possible 
in a free society.” 



